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Bicyclists and Other Cyclists

The 726 pedalcyclist 
deaths in 2012 
accounted for 2 percent 

during the year.

In 2012, 726 pedalcyclists were killed and an additional 49,000 were injured in 

riders of two-wheel, nonmotorized vehicles, tricycles, and unicycles powered 
solely by pedals. The term pedalcyclist will be used to identify these cyclists.

The number of pedalcyclists killed in 2012 is 6 percent higher than the 682 
pedalcyclists killed in 2011.

Table 1
Total Fatalities and Pedalcyclist Fatalities in Traffic Crashes, 2003–2012

Year Total Fatalities Pedalcyclist Fatalities
Percent of  

Total Fatalities

2003 42,884 629 1.5%

2004 42,836 727 1.7%

2005 43,510 786 1.8%

2006 42,708 772 1.8%

2007 41,259 701 1.7%

2008 37,423 718 1.9%

2009 33,883 628 1.9%

2010 32,999 623 1.9%

2011 32,479 682 2.1%

2012 33,561 726 2.2%

Ongoing Research
�� Effect�of�Electronic�Device�Use�on�Pedestrian�Safety
�� Evaluation�of�NHTSA’s�New�Child�Pedestrian�Safety�Curriculum

New Research
�� Pedestrian�Countermeasure�Primer�for�State�Highway�Safety�Offices�
�� Evaluation�of�the�Effectiveness�of�Cameras�as�a�Deterrent�to�Reduce�School�Bus�Stop-Arm�Violations
�� HVE�on�Driver�Compliance�With�Pedestrian�Right-of-Way�Laws:�A�Follow-Up

2012 Motor Vehicle Related 
Fatalities and Injuries 

Fatalities % of Total 
Fatalities 

Injuries % of Total 
Injuries 

Total 33,561 2,362,000 

Pedestrian   4,743 14.1      76,000 3.2 

Bicyclist     726   2.2     49,000 2.1 

Source: FARS and GES 

Pedestrian Fatalities and Fatality Rate by Age Group 
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Bicyclist Fatalities and Fatality Rate by Age Group Alcohol Use by Pedestrians & Bicyclists 
 in Fatal Crashes 

43% of fatal crashes involving a pedestrian and motor 
vehicle involved a BAC of .08 g/dL or higher 

34% of pedestrians killed in motor vehicle crashes had a 
BAC of .08 g/dL or higher 

14% of drivers involved in pedestrian crashes had a BAC 
of .08 g/dL or higher 

32% of fatal crashes involving a bicyclist and motor 
vehicle involved a BAC of .08 g/dL or higher 

24% of bicyclists killed in motor vehicle crashes had a BAC 
of .08 g/dL or higher 

Pedestrians, Bicyclists, and Distracted Driving 

• In 2011, 10% of all fatal crashes 
were reported as distraction-
affected crashes 

• Resulted in 3,331 fatalities 
• 58 (2%) of fatalities were 

bicyclists 
• 408 (12%) of fatalities were 

pedestrians 
• NHTSA study initiated 

(focus on distraction in 
pedestrian conflicts) 

2012 National Survey of  
Bicyclist and Pedestrian  
Attitudes and Behavior
Volume 1: Summary Report
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2012 National Survey on Bicyclist and 
Pedestrian Attitudes and Behavior  

n = 7,509 respondents, age 16 and up 
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